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Organisation for Economic Cooperation an~ Development (OECD)**,
2, rue Andre-Pascal, 75775 Paris, Cedex 16, France

PRESENT AND FU1URE STATE OF mE NOISE ENVIRONMeIT
Today, an estimated 16 per cent of the inhabitants of OECD countries -- some
130 million people -- are exposect to "unacceptahle" levels of noise (over
65 decibels outdoors on a daily basis). A further 34 per cent (270 million
people) suffer "acoustic discomfort" (55 to 65 decihels) Ill.
The major source of noise in all OECD countries is roacttraffic (cars, trucks
and motor cycles): 19 million people are exposect to over 65 rlecibels in North
America, 53 million in Europe anct 38 million in OECD Pacific countries, i.e. a
total of 110 million people are exposerl to "unacceptahle" levels of mact
traffic noise in the OECD area. At this level of 65 rlecibels (to be precise,
it is the noise level in dBA expressed in Leq-daytime and measurerl in front of
the most exposed facarles of the buildings) noise interferes with ctaily
activities such as conversation, listening to radio anrl television, relaxing
or sleeping.
The reasons for the high munber of people exposerl to roa~ traffic noise are
easy to understand: over the last 20 years the number of motor vehicles has
tripled in OECD countries, reaching now more than 360 million units (of which
70 million commercial vehicles) and urbanisation has increased hy 50 per cent,
whereas during the same period progress in tightening noise emission limits
for motor vehicles has remained rather slow in most countries: minus 3 dBA
for cars and trucks between 1970 anrl1985.
Road traffic noise is not evenly distributed between countries. In densely
populaterl regions, the proportion of people exposerl to levels above
65 decibels can reach 30 per cent whereas in low density areas, this
proportion can be as low as 5 to 10 per cent (see Table 1). However, in hig
cities like London or Paris, half of the population is exposed to noise levels
exceeding 65 dBA (Leq). Anct this situation has not substantially improvect
over the past ten years, except in the vicinity of very noisy motorways, where
appropriate protective measures have been recently arlopterl (builiting
insulation and noise barriers).

* The OpinIOnS expresserl in this paper are the author I s own anrl rlo not
necessarily reflect the views of the OECD.

** Member Countries of OECD: Australia, Austria, Belgitun, Canacta, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Icelanct, Irelanrl, Italy, Japan,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norwav, Portugal, Spain, Swerlen,
Switzerland, Turkey, the United Kingdom anrlthe United States.
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