
14th leA IN BEIJING
Abou t a oozenIwstralians t.avelledto Ileij
ingln5eptern!:lE'rf<:>r lhe 1411ll ntemllti onlll
eorc~ss on olocoustlCS. For rn<)I;\lt ..... s
Ittelr r'rslVlM IO Ch'lIa. SO thai the trip
hadgenef81as .. l!lllls scie nt",c ;n~eM

More lh"" 800 people enencec the eo "..
gress, which was good for a mee\lng held
outside Europe OJ Noit h Ame. il;s, 1I1ldthis
was a reliaf to tne Internat ional CommiS
:>ion. wIl ich had to confirm ~s decision on
the venue some three years ago. not Ionil
alt". the t. lICiC events of r""naromen
SQuare, Tnere wlt5. naturally. a lil tl e <epre
sentat ion from Chinll itse lf . ¥Id .Nlpllll pro
,.;cle<l a largel'llCllO'lo l theow rse aspar
I lCipaots , b<ll otlle ,countrieswere alr.o
well recreseoteo . Thefe were 848 paPErr",
all told, ", i11l a ra;rly heall)l emphaSIS on
ptlysical ecceencs. includ;ng ull rasonics ,
quantum etl."!,,,. t ransdoction. and signlll
PlIX e» o:111. reese fields \Ogether ec
oountongfornearl\thalloftr.epape<s . If\
formll l ob ......lI1ion.howe_.suggeste<lll
major audience eteeest in the sessoons
dealingwilh arcM ectutal acousl ics . The oi·
ologicalaspe<:ts olacouslic sacc<NnICd
loronly 200 ofthc papers presem ed
wMenoise anda lm ospne, icsoundlogell'l
erccmpnsec len l h&n 100 papers

ThecontererocewaSOf&"" ,sed wrth pleflary
IeClUles 00 moSl momongs. making a lQIaI
ol 12. of which one Qrl me<JlCal ullrasonir: s
wasgJ>eI1 lly Georie Ko~tfollhe CS1RO

Ultrasorucslnsl,l ute.Ttlere wasonly.
small inslrum,,"1 e.h,M>on. 001 Chlna;s
cleafl)' active in lICoustic IOstru-nenlail on
and one could not but oe impressed al lhe
specrlical ions of l heh lgh-POWer loudspeak.

erllevelope<l lly lhe Chinese Inst ,l ute of
AcouSlics _w ould ro u tlelieve e.n 4COtIStic
f)l!Wf!! oul""t ol IO kilowatts!t (The OPe'
at"ll. princip:e il apparenlly modulation of
Ihe flow or a l>orrHo<tded compressed M
jel.) TheI'equMC'froogeisaoout~ Hl

10 2. 4 ~ Hl and ltle etfect iYe range aboul
15 kilOmel res. "'PlIrtfrom more mundane
applicaj ;ons, appropriate uses were Slil led
10 include orolKlcasl ing waming messages
from nuclear POWor sl aUons! U nrortun atel~

i ?l wedid nolhellfademooSlralion!

Ttle Coogre$Sw ll$ held in l hc 21sI Cl' nl utY
~e1.a __ jo,nIJapaoese-Ctlineseven
tu re speciallyoes'gneclfor<:or'C,essesand
Summel s.cI\oojs. loea l l.'d abOul 15 kilo
mel res trom ve centre of Be~ing. It wM a
pleasanl venue. and the d,stance meant
Ih al not 100 many people drill ed off during
Ihe day. OrganisatiOn was gOOd. and tor
IMtirsl l ,me l tle complele abslracl s of thl'
Congress were publill'led in l!dvllllC<! as a
supplement 10 A,custlCa. The lull pro
<:eedlngs _ republishell asfour A411(l1.
umes WIth a total thicl<ness 01 90 mol.
mel res. It SllOuld bepos.ible 10 buy sets
from llle Inslll.ule 01ilorouslic s in 8e'jlng

5ocial evenlsdum'i lheCongress we,e
wel'chosen and capably organised."'mong
tre highlighl s was a eerrormeoce by a
l eamof inc,edioly skilicd acrobat s. comor
l ionlslSand juUlers. wt>o danced on brok·
en glass. caugh! a vanety 01 he!l'o'fOf Irac:
.Ie objects in poleS Otl tre« reees.
_ trmes",hilebalanc"'ll Otl alallunl
C)'Cle. and ca<O'ie<:l OUI compl icatell contor
tlOns wtlile balanciflllfft)'S of liCjull!--l,iled
glasses On MMS. leet anll toreheads
f here was. olcoursl! . Pekjngd uck aM Olh
er J>leasant Chinese loodto eal. bothl!\'e'

ryd"l" ....nd.'ltltleCOnterenccbanquel.aod
almosl unlimrted lii N cmeese bee. 10
drink at almost no dlarge-- thoogh SOlI
drinks all had 10 be I'lIrd lo r.

The Cong,ess 10\0'10 ee Great Wall was a
great success. wrih 0'" twelwooses pre
ceded lly a police escort- not in any sense
forp fOiccli oo. bllljusl 10 Clear a Cjuick way
lhroughlhe lraffic. lndee<lwe hoolhls es
cort wherever we wenl in ooses in llel Jifll.
an4 almoslll' lt ooglecled when we hlKlIO
ma.... our Own w"Y. People were hilOP'l'and

~,.,;,,~·~nnol:'I=S~
trmrdali ng OedarallOtl tOt'ms designed 10
sloppeoplesellroa t roe,rposse ssioflsw hrle
if) ChIna ",ere simply lorn up wrthoul e.
amination by tM off iCials at the exil ports .

...rter the Coogress manyo ...erseas \'is,lors
took oovantage or speci ai iours tl>al h8CI
been a<ranged at ~ry reasonable rates
The moSl POPUlar, wrth nearly 80 paf '
t iciJ>a/l1s.....ntfirst tolhe ar.cient caPflal
01 Xi'an. famed tor its l erracotla "' iofs
andlormanyother l 'e asures. The lI
Slop ",as Glli lln. in the cenl reol lilatmosl
remarl<able region 01 l ime. lone peaks thaI
tcalu re in SO many Chinese scroll paint
ings. A fiV<!hour boallripalong l he river li
conl,rmed tM t lhes epeakS, which e. tend
/of near1y100 km. really iook e.actl~ like
ee palnling s-tl is oot a peculiar Ctunese
,,",w 01 pcrs pect .....! Tht! lour lhen wenI on
10 Gu&ngl!lOu {Cantotll and home \'ia Hong
!IonC.T hOse """'ChOsa the tour to T1bet
Md a Slfni la<1yInteresti ng lime. but most
sutfered Pfoolems wil h alt,l ude sickness

The 15th ICA will be held in TroOOheim.
Norway. in 199 5.P Ulll in ro urdi ary!

NevilleF letetler
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