
Back on the RA.S:r.S. Tr ack

Tbr Austn!ian AeoustiaJ Society is • IIlmlbcr of the
hderation (If AllJtnli... SQlI!llirtc: and TechJlolocKal
Socinln(FASTS)oIIId~withiD lbel't\yliUl

~ Board FASTS is lhc~ kIl:Iby.~. aDd
~_30,OOOsrin:tDrsthroucll1btir1l'leDlbenbip

of_ 40afrdiatedllOl:ietin. Tbe ron-u., item by Kn
Ba~. alMIBolt ero-proll Iw ben! t lltraeted from I
km,er ilem~ for !he AlIUnlIian and N,.... Za1ad
PIr)W. (ANZP) and~ ee tbc~..tion or
FASTS. Dr8&ldwin is a Fd'- IIlthcResard.Sdlooloi
Physical sam", ""14 EJlgi""fill' , ANU. and Vice
Pmidemof FASTS. Professor CrompIOIl boIdi • VlSitinJ
Fd lowship in !he Scbool, and is !be AlP pasI_Prn idm l and
repteSftltllivrooth FASTSBoan:I

SV~OPSIS

Thc l ituation in 1993 could hardly have been 'MJne:

The Science Minill cr, Rosl r ree, ......, nut talld n, 10 FASTS
and had caUed for I nuthcTbody 10 Ilipplaniit

FASTS lwl no poh cies 10 put fOl'WV'd at tM 19'Jl3elect10ft
which Pili l KUl in l h.a4 wonwithout once lM miOllin, lhc:
wonl,Mll;icnccM,

TIlt FASTS Eucuti'o'e ~. DavidWiddup,lIad f(l1,jlWj il
i~inlty difficulllO intel'a<;lwith the Jt-nImt'ftt. A year
laler h left 1Opun>Je '''"' eateel'.1Nvint FASTS withao
perm."" nl cmplClY"1 bill willi .... oppor1 .... ' ly for
~unn&-

The 1 1I 5IllUlion or EDgiD«n ~ publia.lly {lP>d pem.p.

jvstirWJly) critical of FASTS ' approI'O'h. k>bbyin,

OrianiMtioN within f ASTS lUCk u tlw AlP. Ibe Rgyl1
Alil lral;"'n Chemical Instillile (RACI), the "uullian
Oeosciences Cowlci I( AGC) andlhe Ml.thlSeialcnCouDctI
_ JivingllOl~ Dr theil' intention 10~tip if FASTS d>d
noc!i ftit.game .

ThinI' _ indeed grim. The organ iNition~ 10 chan&e
both internally and 10 b«omc I. pn>-aetive n lht r than ~.l;"ti"l

body

D1AGJ'liOSIS

A number of ch.lnl et to FASTS ' oper. tion were t lllS uted in tM
M. y ' 93ltticle in the ANZP to place FAST S 011I. finner footinl:

I Sociery P~. iden" . hould form the FASTS Boerd 10 place
thcmdi~ct ly ili touch with lhcir con,ti'llentt

2 fA STS , hould .d opt I. Pre, ident-elect/Prn identlpu t·
P~idenl oontinuity.

3 i'm'iout FASTS officen shoold fOl'Tl'l • FASTS Adviwl)'
Commin«

I. The Eucuti"l Dim;t Ol''s potitiOll thoo ld be retlNC1Ilm1 for
J!"let'effcctiwnett and KCO\IfII.bility .

, FASTSthould.doplanoneoinapolicyfofmulahonl'fOCnt
lO~fledlhtopiniumofiuconstiluCnltoeWlin.
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Sin« thai lime FASTS Itu beettcontpieuously ti lent. I. t i1eftce
neh reflecud lut la ifllCd inlerna l re-elll.milllii oa arid reo
bvil4ina ntbcr th.In WcIioD. A1lhoup FASTS may ........ been
ur-..blc(becawcof~l~es)1O keeplhechaMt'ltof

infonnationf\owinglOilteonstiruenrs.. loI o f"""""' ..... 1O'I'&
OIlbdliDdtcnn

META~IORPHOSlS

The rnulIitlhall. _ . mean and lean FASTS Itu errwrsed like
I. P1loenixff'Omlbenhnwillt lhe rolJowiDgmilt'tlones:

N", 't'I'nbt'r1993: Prof. Onham Johnst on, former Ptnidt'nl
oftbeRACl, .... appoinIed Prnidan,lOgClberwithvi(e.
PrnidmU Dr Gordon Burch (AGe) and Dr Ken Baldwin
lIM n A lP reprete11tl.tive on FASTS Board). These
OIllaniNiliOOll'eJ'l"t'lltedllOrllCo f thetoeidietntoMlcrilical
o f FASTS ' opt'nIiorI. Prof. Bob CromplOn. then AlP
Prnidm!, ..... ekclc:d to the:FASTS Board.

NO\~bt'r 1993: A lin ft fASTS policy Oocumertl Wit

pretmted lOtM annUllI Counci l m«tilig

June 1994 : Rt't ip atiPtl ohhe fc>m>o1" EJ:ecutive Director lJ\d
Id Vt'l1iwme nt of the vaun t EUCUIive Director's pot ilion
.. hich .... ~1um1

June 1994: RAe I reocincbtlleir intention 10 witbdr- from
FASTS
N",'aI'Iber 19'J.4: EIec:Iioa of I. _ FASTS ItUCUtM.

inclodilla tnuurer Marion BUfJ,etS {from AAS), Ind
Secmary. Dr ar.twn Hulb. 1A-'1.I, and RACI ACT
PretidmI). The tonIimiry of fA STS _-as .wred ...:tb the
appoiJlanmt of I high profile:new Prnidml-t'lect, D! Jot'
BaUr(O BE,Mx, PhD.fRACl. FTS) fonnerDim:lorofthe
AUSII'a1i.an hlltinne of Marine samce and ACT
Coonmi»ioaerKwtbeEavirolunml.

Ncwanbet 1994 : RaliflCal>ofto f the~ f ASTS PDlicy
DocumenlbythelM\I&ICounciIrneetlT.gof~

-~
Mudl. 1m: AppoinUnmI cl Mr TOMGucoif.DC,Jormer
CSIRO l<:;l:IlCt' conununiutor. u E~ D=ctor.

Ml.l'Ch. I 99' : AIP ~indt their intenlion lO ...iIhdra ....

April, 199': fASTS moveJill pmnises to I centrally located
office in Del.kil\. clos e to Pll'l iamt'nt HOlI$('. whieh offers
better fl cll;ti" for It'fVidn& members, and leM .ll -round
financu.lburdcn

PROG~OSIS

The pic~ {or Ihe immediate fulur(' Jook " bright. FASTS hat
major proaramt which ...ill enhan ce ill t'ffectiven"1 and cement
ilt pll ceil\ 1he sciel>Ce policyllftlll:

/ 17Ie policy d«t<_", """" p"JnIwJ to &t\Qtor """ Com.
J,ljllbl"forJIIdw,,,.. ~,,u ,,IIdTn:"'oIogy.,,t 1'tlrl_,,r

H~ .... Ju1W8111



This event was well attended by the media. the Science and
Technology community, and politiciant of IU !nIjor partin. The
policy is en evclauonery document, w!lieh will be tevised and
used to respond to the Government's m~h vaunted Innovations
Statement in September, and whieh will form the plltform for
FASTS'p_ eleetioo lobbying ellTlpaignin lhe fol1owing period
All member """ieties will be able to f«d bal;lr their viewt on
policy to the FASTS Board and to the IM \l.II Cowleil meeting

The S & T poliey document seq oo..lllglftd Slatemenq for:

Eduntional Policy in Science and Maths Teaehing
Indu.1Tyand Commercial ReJean:h

Resean::h in Oovemrnenl lnstilulions and ~atiOl\lI Faeilitlet

Univmity Resean:h and Pmt-Qraduate:Reoean::hTn inin,

The emergence of lhi. document, Ind ils widespread
f;OIIlIJIe1ldation, Ilwb I new t1age in FASTS development. The
CIIITClII Board believee that il ean inflw:oce Govemment most
effectively if FASTS it pro-active in !lavin, iq ()\Vn well.
developed pouces that can be S«R to have thc wide endorsement
oftbomand.ofranlr-and·fi1e scientiSlaandtechnologists

1 FASTS will increase ilJ coN ullOllo" and ifWOlw",e nl wllh its
conJritu.... , loc ielju.

In the period withoot an El<Ceutive Director, FASTS wa.
unforhmalelyfon:edtoneglect rnuchofi tsintemaleo mmunication
while concentrllling oo restru<:lUring.II~"Cr, wilh the arrival of

tlw:newExecutiveDim:lor, this silUatiOllwill imp1"lJ'.'e dramalically.
"lrGasl:oigne'sprevou:spositiOllw;lsuCommunicationIMl\llIger
with CSIRO's Cen1refor Environmental Meehanics. lie is .Iso I
founding member and Secretary of the Australian Science
ComlmmiealOrs{ASq - a network orsctencejournalislS.

To.s has wide national exptl ience in science policy articulation

and prescnlltion, and in lrIiningtcienli'l5 in media skill• . IIis
role will be to liaiJe vigorously with member societies, to
implement and repreamt policies defined by the Board, and 10
deal wilb the day-to-daybusiness of the Federation, as ditected by
the Executive. His impact in rc:dueing the office bearers'
worlrloada and increui ng Ibeir national effectiveness has been
immediate.

The new FASTS office is now on email and hopes soon 10 have
il1 policin and other information documents available on World
WideWeb. The Executiw Director has also resumed publication
of tbe national FASTS Newsletter which aims to publ iciseboth
the onaoina poliey initiativcs and the science lobbying efforts of
tbe new Boa rd and Executivc.

J FASTS will form 0 set aj stroleglc allian ces, with Ihe o j", to
",oke its lobbying ejJorlJ more effu liw by approachillg
Guwr nmenlon a wnifledjrolll .

At lbe FASTS National Council in November 1994 a vigorous
policy forum was held with senior panetuu s from the Australian
Academy of Science, the A cademy of Technical Sciences,
ANZAAS, ASTEC, NTEU, ASTA (the Australian Science
Teachers Association) and the ASC. As one consequence, the
Executive Directon ofeleven different science andtechnaloaY
organisations (the two Academies, the Institute of Engineers,
RACI/Alp, the Deans of Science, ANZAAS lind others) ha\'e
agreed to meet on • quat1erly basis, coo rdinated by Toss
Gucoig nc:,IOdis<:us.join t actlonand mutual suppon. Further
slratee ic.lliallCCs in tlw:broader eummunity are being plannc<l

l'woycon ago, anewOTgillliAtionall1ruclw"e,documenledpolicies
endotsed by the eleeted Board,.frnh appoinlmClltsto senior
positions, and prudenl fInancial operatiOllw:a.tSOUghL Webelieve
thai FASTS has dcliveml on Ihese obligations, and has built a
mong foundation for an Ictive future in the Kicnce policy arena.

~ P~...
ARO TE CH NOL.OGY

Acoustical Diffusers
Arotec lLnologyhasre leased.l>CWnngeof
number theoretical (Schn:>eder)acoultical
diffusers. Schroeder diffu5Cra are idu Jfor
lrCalmentofcritica! lillenillg area. aucb ll
orchestrlIp ilO, lheatrct , .lI>dios, mUlicedu .
calion faejliri«, church"" etc. Tloe new
raRseolfmhighperl"OI1l\&1W;Cbroadband
operation in an economical, modwlar "Ylte:m
"'flichhu a>1:rydi stinctiveand anracUw
appearance. The standard finish is African
Aohwhichi.atainedandoiINlOauire ....
lOmerreqwremelll$.

FUTlher d~rlJih: Chru MOTU"., ARO
Tw.-Jov. PO 8011J06. I'msp«l, SA j (J82
TeZ(()8)J.f6.f199.Fax((J8)J.f0 0069.

HEWLETT PACKARD

Data Recor d er/Anal>·ser
The HP U 21lS Di ta Rcconlerf Analyser
"y"te:mm:orda,anal)"lQand,raphicallydis
plays noise and vibn tion tnl da'a. Thc ncw
l)'Ilem i. de$iJMd10 repl~ analogueand
dig<lIl l1pereeordera ""llhahiaherpnfor
mance, multicharmelay.tcm capabl., ofcon.
tinuoualyrecordin, from 8 '0 64 ehannelsof
dala. Sampling rates from 65,536
aampleslaecondfclla.nnd down 10 I
wnplcf_ondfchannelare provide4.witha
dynamic rani e ofrnore than 80 dB. O.la
alOral e;1 prtI'I'ided by disk modulea with
either 2.1 or 4,2GBof l tor.g., .puc, with
DAT baelrup far archivilli. Windows·buN
IOftware for<!ala . nalyl is . nd , raphie di.
play ili ncluded

FWNhu d~laill: HP C W IOWI, T !'!for",ali""
C,.~ln'. Tel H IJ.f7ul 2902

AUS T RALIA N
ACOUSTI CAL SOCIETY

1995 Annual
Conference

Acoustics Applied

PUt~gn~/~:~n::'d
15·17 November, 1995

Freman tle, WA .

~
Furtherdetails: Graeme Yates

Tel: (09) 380 3321
Fax.: (09) 380 1025

2vatest@uniwa.uwa.edu.a u
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