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The ~llU~ for me co write • •hort art icle about Grxme that
include. some tales about 1lI11TlC or hi. achiew1l'lmtllhal are
not wiokly known. has gi\e1\ me the opportun ity 10 sincerely
th.onk the AU5lr.1lian Acoust ica l SoI:iely (or inviting me 10
acupt the rrikM~p ...-.Jed 10 Graeme _ Unfortun,mly our
four daughlcn~ . 11 0\'l:'l'VU AI the lime but Grxme's
si5lcn. hm and J'll ""Cfe pkued 10 me the opportunity 10
pin;an in<iJhl inlo Graemt ', prof~ionalli(c and dw-e in tile
recognillonof hi$eootnbuli.....lolheA~ISOC~. Tbe

thooghlful ....,. '"' oone ino,:luded lNde il a memorable
~'mlfll. Tbnkyov.

No you~. Gtannc ba4 • long bMlciaIion with the
A~Socidy. IlOIhoM:(I( you ..lloLMwhim_Uwill
~yourOllolimnDOl'ino(him. I~lhalllOlneoftbe

folb.,ing are <p.Witict. you would also anri tlul(' 10 Grxme. In
rny cyn~ ....... mando:dital ed lOS("inloebulone with \-cry
broad~that('l.1cnokd.wrjbcyund lCtence . Hchadan

inquir'i"l mind and b«.....: o f his lIW1)' npeneDCn "'-as I

~pnJbInn 'oh'Cf• •~"'ithanirK:1'edlblcnlllllberof

skill. from ..tad! many~ bend iled. Also he RrlIDt!:/Y
belic\.'edinMW;ial jw;tice .andeouJdpultheneedsofotbas.,
partic uhlrly thoM' of hi. fami ly. before hi. OlIo.... He
passionately bt'licwd in the value of pro r.-iONl as.socialiOll5
andofl1w: Deedfor rolling up yuwsl«'\ft to~ the job dooc .

Gncmc"'as me te«JIld of rrvechildml and '" "&I fOTtUlY1e
10pin an acadtnUcICbolanh ip lOPMh ModemScbool.' fact
tNit contributed 10him eompJeti ng hil weondary cdKatioo..Al
~tem Gnomlev.a'Illo voorkat P1.imari in \lobi Pnth and
bq;an sJUdying. nighl ochool ooursc in IndUSlrial Chemistry.

Marilyn )"ales l'I:«ivin~ tIwnnifio:&l~ for .·cl lowship -..r& d
posthumously to her h... lwl d li raham Yal~' from T~flY
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li e:had been with lhcm for . bout e:ight monlht and I might add
we had j ust become 'gi rlfriend and boyrrie:llf,r when he wa.'
whisked away 10 wurk on the \kI.'elopmcn t or food Oavoun in
lhC'irSydnc:y labora lory, lIi slorydcmonstrdle:s thal the l1avour
be was assigned 10 dcvelop for a c:lic:nldidn 'l kno<:kCoke and
Pepsi out of the: malkel . li e: was twenly-one wben he
cornmc:ncaJ a P~K;$ degree .II L""A,j~ aRt'!"" 'e married.

When it came I " (irxmc: valuinl ' doinl II )tlUnIelf' hit
falllcrwas a wondet1U1role model. Hc was atways dcs lgTung
and building a '11.,1 range of producb made from wood and
mc:tal. TCfIairing radios, lelC"isions and motor can and
mno.Jcling the family home. Grac:rne ~Ioped an alllNde:
thiJl:allthesc thi~ happcnedinoraroW'ldthcbal;kshcd.Our

oouru.hlJlinvoh-cd1TlCbclpin&hillllltOpandspr.typalll! hll
motor sccceer and help him 6M;o ke my fofd Anglia and

Nc kyard m«hanics~ him 10 build h" 0"I "fl calhodt-ray
oscilloscope:. My memory of the:followinl undertaking "'hen
"'-C: " '"Crt: aboot '-"'Iy yean old. was that armed "ilb thr CRO
011 my~ l .... imlnlcted m thclTl)"tmcsof~inll1l

infonnarion Todclaminc: thr effm of tbe addibOlloftwin
arbw-c:nors To lhcpc:tflll'TlWlCt: totllsbrand_\'a\l.\haJl
VI\';l. Using a quiet n.d in Wanc:roofor our tnt trad. 00eme
bc:c:amcconvincedlhaltbcn"''Uadcsip;nf-.ltwrtbthcClllinc
head causing a pubkm " 'ilh Inc clrt'llia tlon of~ Ii<:
infonncd Vaulthall Ausu~ha thal ~ ' . iU a problc:m and
",'hcnhc~ al'C'J'ly tohisldtcrtrihllSbuntbMit ...as
DllIISCfISChc " "TO&C to lhc:p¥t'I"M OOfTll*IY. lus car ...... m=allcd
for modirlCations and ftom mmlOf)' thc r-c:uon~ wu lhat

thci r Tcstshad dc:It1oooMnled a probInn the:1O&.:mal mouldin l of
whal was lhen an ' illllOV&lIW' alwnl mumbc:ad.

lbcrc lOU IIC\It'I" a dull momenl being ,,'ilh Grac:mcand
lhcrearernanyltOric:s lcould relay butanothc:r"tlich stands
out 'WI.§ when ..... baclyard bor-c: c-c:ucd wor1r.inl~)'

Graemc decided he:needed 10 lnow whal was ~pminl .i~ty

plu' fed bel(M ground surface. WlIb me protestinS INI if he
pulled apan • relat iw l)' incxpc:n$ive(amen belonging 10 one
of m.- daughlc:r.. hc ........ld no:vtr putit bac.. IogCIhc:r.gain . hc
des igned a remoteconltOl firing m«hani. mand 10000-red lhe
modified ' camt'I"l.' and was able 10 doc:tc:rm inc thc: level oflbe
" ';lIc:rand ...flal IOo... happcn inglOthcc1apwtvc. Didheputlhc
camera bae:" logdhc:r again? Of~ not. he had new
challCllges faTlIIOrec>;cil ing lbana._mhlingacarncr;s

Whe ther il was building hi~ own colour IInalYlC'r for
develop ing colour photographs, laying the last hrick in lhe
garage he des igned and builtjust h" ul'l before stepping on the
pla ne 10 tal e up a resea reh post in England, deve loping a
comp uler ccntrclkd ~)'~lem long be fore an)' comme rcial
produc ts wcre available for our huddi nll violinist da ughters 10
learn pitc h and timi ng when prac ti.i ng. O raeme was creat ing
a new challenge. li e has provided our family Wilh endless
slori cst op assonto future gcner alions abo ula manwtlll cllUrd
co mbine a meorcueal gras p of knowledge wit h in;;rc<lible
lec hnical . kill . 10 a1w:l.ys come up wilh imaginat ive and
cnterpri .i ngsolulionstoncryday problnn~ . The r-c:cogniliun
paid by Ihe inlernational sciennfic comm unily ,i Olcehe:dic:d
will also be added to our stories of a much loved and
respc:cted man


