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T he Australia n Acoustical Socie ty, like most profess ional in
stitutions, hasa code of ethics. While there are considerable
limil3lionso n lheval ueo fsu chcodes,lheydo provideahroad
vision of'an ideal tha t members of'a pm fession share and a>pire
to eve n thou gh there is often a large gap betwee n the ideal and
the practice.

Like the Ten Commandments. the Cod e of Ethics is opc n
to inrerpreration. Ju' l as thc comman<.! m",nl thaI you ,ha ll ",, '
kill can be igno red ifthe right pe rson reus yo u 10 kill, the ethic
[har thc wt:lfare ofth e community should be pa ramou nt is also
open 10 various inlc rpretalio ns, For inslanCt: when noise is an
issue, is the " co mmunity" lhc immcdiale neighbo urs of an air
port, say, or is it the populanon of Aust raha? O ver what pe riod
sho lll<JIhe welf are be co nside red? How docs on e de fine the
welfare of the co mmllni ly?

I sugges t that we need 10 disc uss and de bate and fee l pas
si"nat<: abollt such i>sues. Wene~-dlo g ive ex amp1es ofwhatis

aeeeptab le andwhat isn ' I. We need, on oeeas ions, lo be able lo
excommu nicate heretics and occas ionally, in a vibrant orga ni
zatio n.wc must acc ept that there wi ll be insurmounta ble doc
Irinal dillen: nccs which end in splits and splinters, an<Jthat Ihis
is proba bly forthe greeter goo d. Life is full of co ntradiction s
and the need for holh unity and divers ity is j ust one of them
"consci ous consi dcra tion o fi ssucs may lcad t"~~lIltradictions

but it is difficu lt to argue that co nsciousness is nOIfundamental
10 human ex istence

Altitudes and ideologies evolve over time and if a cod e of
ethics is to be rclevant it should evolve also. While I don' I,cc

a need to alterthe six itemsin the present code I wou ld like
10 see a seveo th i temaddedtoiI. Atpr~~nl lhe code ofelh 

ies is on ly concerne d with Ihe rcspon' ihilitie' of members to
the community, othe r members and the acoust ica l profession
I suggest that membe rs of the Aco ust ical Soc iety should also
have respunsi b i li ti~'S concerning Ihe acou stical and physical
enVlT<mmcnt

Undcr thcex istingcodc of elhicswel fare,hea lth and satCty
ofthe co mmunily shall at all timcs takc pre-:edeneeoverscc_
tiona l, pro les' ional and priva te interests. Animal s 100 are nf
fcctcd by some of the actio ns we take as professionals. One the
most notable of these is the effect o(",mar signals on whales
and other mari ne life but bird and an imal behav iou r is also in
Iluenced by noisyaelivilics.

Anothe r vcnvircnmc r nal" issuc con~...,ms our c u ltural hc ri-

tage. Forin sta nce , shou ld we sup port the co nstructio n of roads,
with or w ithout noise ha rriers , where the road will visually,
aumlly or phys ical ly produce a significant deg radati on of the
built en"i ronm cnt or lhenatllral en vimnmcnl'l

While it may seem unrea listic to conside r en viron mental
issues int he daily need to tum a dollar an environmentalclause
in l heC\ldc ofclh icss~...,mstohcasrcasonab lc as othcr clauscs

in thc~we of clh i cs_ l t mighl <;vcn focus a tle n li..,n, in theS<.>

ctetv, on the six existing Code of Ethics clauses. Ab o,gi"cn
the mysticism involved in some aspccts ora cousncs it would
>t'em ap propriate 10 have a mystical seventh clause in the Cod e
o f Ethjcs
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